


“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I remember, involve me and I will learn.”
                                                                                 
                      Benjamin Franklin

Welcome to 
Keystone International 

Secondary School 

Keystone International Secondary School is a young, dynamic, 
boutique secondary school, in the heart of Toronto. We are 
inspected by the Ontario Ministry of Education, on a regular 
basis. Although all inspected schools teach the same curriculum, 
the delivery approaches are generally different.  

We strive to involve students in their own learning 
experience. Teachers are not lecturers but are facilitators in 
the classrooms. Whenever we can get away from the 
classroom, we make sure to do that. Every subject has a 
relation to the real world. It’s far more interesting to go check 
out some super structures and think about the physics behind 
it, to see live art pieces and discuss them at the museum, or 
play logic games to help understand probability for math class. 
In Economics or Business class, we observe a product over 
time to understand the effects of demand and supply. All these 
experiments keep students interested and makes learning 
easier, fun and most importantly permanent.   

At Keystone, we nurture our students to be well rounded and 
intuitive while challenging them to excel academically. Our 
culturally diverse environment prepares our students for the 
future when they will be collaborating with others at a global 
level.  

Doa Demirsu, B.Sc., MBA   
Director  

After completing her high school 
education in Canada, Doa 
continued her higher education 
at the University of Massachusetts 
and graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science degree. She worked 
in the financial industry for 
several years, before she decided 
to pursue her passion for education.  
 
She completed her MBA at 
Mcgill University with a 
concentration in Global Strategy 
and Leadership. Since graduation, 
she has been working in schools 
in various roles. She is still 
heavily involved with Mcgill 
University, acting as a Director in 
the Toronto Alumni Association.  
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Why Keystone?

Keystone offers Small Class Sizes and Close-knit 
Community to ensure that each student is seen, 
respected, valued and challenged. This results in a 
truly unique education, crafted to the needs and
personality of each student. 

Keystone provides a ‘Project Based Learning’
environment. Students gain knowledge and skills by 
working for an extended period of time to investigate 
and respond to a complex question, problem, or 
challenge.    

The Flexible Schedule at Keystone helps students 
focus on where they need the most help.   

Keystone values a truly International Learning
Environment and respects the values central to each 
individuals beliefs and culture.  

Keystone is dedicated to Equal Opportunities and 
upholds the principles of teaching that allows unique 
learning styles of individuals.   

Keystone helps every student Plan and Support the 
best course of action towards their Higher Education 
Goals. 
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Flexibility & Focus  
Keystone's quadmester format offers a more flexible academic schedule. 
Students take 2 credits in each quad. Quadmesters start in September,
November, February and April. If needed or desired, students can also take up 
to 2 credits during the Summer semester.   

Classes are 75 minute blocks. By studying courses in 75 minute blocks, and 
only having to take a maximum of two subjects per quadmester,  students are 
able to concentrate on fewer courses at a time, resulting in less stress and more 
time to focus each course. Students get individual help and support from 
teachers.  

This type of academic schedule, which is more aligned with college and 
university systems prepares students for higher education.  

Academic Approach  
High school students discover new capacities for critical thinking and forming 
independent judgments. Students become financially literate in the Canadian 
system, use technology to their best advantage, read classics and explore 
scientific concepts.   

Classes debate ethical issues in science, history, economics and literature. 
Students write poetry, engage in a variety of mathematical reasoning, inquire, 
hypothesize and conduct hands-on lab experiments.   

Our teachers present demanding, open-ended topics that encourage students 
to observe, compare, analyze, create, question and imagine alternatives. They 
then help students understand why those concepts are important and how they
can be applied in the real world. 

Experiential Learning
 
The regular classroom offers students a wealth of knowledge in a variety of 
topics, however, experiential learning opportunities provide a setting in which 
students gain critical - thinking skills and advanced knowledge in every subject. 
Students benefit from small-sized classes that accommodate their individual 
strong points. Knowledge can be gained by listening to lectures, reading 
textbooks, and memorization, however, many students struggle to apply what 
they learn to real life experiences. At Keystone, teachers are facilitators in
students learning. 

By combining theory and practice students gain a true understanding of the
world around them. 
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Keystone at a glance

Avg. years of  
experience 

10+ 
years

10+ 25+ 
school trips 
throughout 

the year
100/100

transit score

Avg. class size
8 to 10 students

50%

95%

25+ 
countries 

represented

of local students

After-school 
tutoring 
available 

5 
days a week

99/100 
walk score

university/college acceptance

50%
of international students

student competition 
opportunities
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Did you know? 
Toronto consistently ranks as one of the most livable cities on earth and 

40 million people visit Toronto every year!

Toronto is home to 9 million people by 2036 and over 8000 restaurants! The University of 
Toronto is ranked No 1 in Canada and 21st in the world by the Times Higher Education Guide.

Toronto is the second-largest financial centre in North America.
Toronto’s Yonge Street is the longest street in the world, almost 2000 km!

1 out of every 4 Hollywood movies are filmed in 
Toronto and Toronto gets over 300 days of sunshine!

In Lake Ontario, you can find the Toronto Islands: a group of fifteen islands 
connected by bridges. It's the biggest car-free urban community in North America.

The Toronto Zoo is the third largest in the world with over 16.000 animals.

Toronto is a truly international city with 180 languages and dialects 
spoken and 50 % of the population born outside Canada.
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Career & University Counselling  
Upon arrival at Keystone, students are given career assessments and an 
education plan is made and re-visited on an ongoing basis. We provide 
resources and support for students and their parents throughout the
university search process, helping each student find a “best match”
university as well as identifying suitable career goals to assist them towards 
their post graduation journey.  
 
The post-high school planning empowers each student to evaluate their own 
interests and capabilities, and to think independently about the direction of
their life after high school.

Personalized Learning Experience  
At Keystone, we value each student for their differences and enjoy their 
colourful personalities they bring. This means that the pace and approach of 
learning is adjusted to the needs of each individual, through the use of 
adaptive processes where every student  applies different skills to internalize
the knowledge.

After School Study Hall  
The Keystone team collaborates to ensure that students are receiving an 
excellent academic experience. Underperforming students or those that miss 
a class are required to stay after school to complete their homework and 
benefit from 1-on-1 help to ensure their success.   
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Experiential
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05

Company Visits
As an extension of experiential education, 
Keystone takes advantage of its location by 
organizing visits to local companies,many 
of which have their head office in 
downtown Toronto.

University Tours
There are 22 universities and 24 colleges 
in Ontario. Keystone is within walking 
distance or a few stops on the subway 
away from several of them.

Guest Speakers
Executives, social workers, politicians 
and artists share their expertise and 
experience with students that support 
and expand their learning.

Community Involvement
Opportunities to attend and participate 
in such activities as public debates and 
volunteerism are varied and numerous.

Competitions
Students take part in nationwide 
competitions in various areas from 
technology to poetry.

Bringing the 
real world 

to you
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Irmak (Turkey)

Hayato (Japan)

Adham (Syria)
Alumni

Kevin (Vietnam)

Ruby (China) - 
Alumni

Sam (Kore)
Academic Team

Myra (Philippines & Sri Lanka) 
Academic Team

A sampling of Keystone

Students 
[Country of Origin]

Faculty 
[Country of Origin]

Alumni 
[Country of Origin]

Ruby 
[University of Toronto]

Adham 
[George Brown College]

Irmak

Hayato

Kevin

Sam

Myra

Behnaz

Kamyar
[Ryerson University]

Serhii
[Ryerson University]

Doa
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4 credits in English 

3 credits in Mathematics 

2 credits in Science

1 credit in Canadian History

1 credit in Canadian Geography

1 credit in the Arts

1 credit in Health and Physical Education

1 credit in French as a Second Language

0.5 credit in Career Studies

0.5 credit in Civics

3 credits from the designated groups 

18
Compulsory
Credits

Social Sciences and Humanities

Business Studies

Canadian and World Studies

Health and Physical Education

The Arts

French as a Second Language

Guidance and Career Education

Technological Education

Computer Studies

Cooperative Education

12
Optional Credits
For Complete information please refer to 
our website under Graduation Requirements

40 Hours of Community Service  

Keystone International Schools partner with various local community organization and ensures that every student gets 

a placement that is in line with his/her interests when available.  

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test   

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) measures whether or not students are meeting the minimum standard for 

literacy across all subjects up to the end of Grade 9. Successful completion of the literacy test is one of the requirements to earn an 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma. All students across the province write this test on the same date, usually in late March each year.           



Virtual Campus - Synchronous Learning  
Synchronous learning essentially is the same as on-campus learning. Classes 
are conducted live via video conference. Part of the video conference with 
live teachers consist of live instruction and the rest may be independent or
collaborative working period.

Students can:  
- Attend live classes of maximum 15 students.
- Follow the course schedule completing each course every 2 months.
- Take a maximum of 2 classes per day.
- Be anywhere in the world with a strong wifi, camera and microphone.
- Switch to on-campus classes if they choose to, in the beginning of each 
semester.

Online Program

16
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Self Directed - Asynchronous Learning  
Asynchronous learning is a student-centered teaching method widely used in 
online learning. It's designed for students who are self-disciplined and like
working independently.

Students will have the opportunity to engage in class discussions via the 
discussion boards and interact with one another. Teachers are available to
students on an appointment basis.

Students can:  
-Complete their courses within 4 weeks to 6 months
-Be anywhere in the world with a wifi connection
-Accelerate graduation
-Complete missing credits
-Update grades
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I joined this school with the 
intention of preparing for university. 
Keystone’s teachers are experienced, 
knowledgeable and caring. The 
contents and styles of teaching are 
perfect   
preparation for   
university.  

- Courtney, Alumni  

The school has such a diverse 
environment which makes it's 
so great. The teachers do an 
excellent job with my 

son and the rest of the students at 
school. I am pleased to say that 
during his first year he has made 
great progress in class and still is on 
his improvement path. The staff is 
very pleasant and always stay in 
touch with myself and other 
parents through emails keeping us up 
to date with school/calendar 
changes. I believe that with the 
support of parents together our 
school will be a great place for other 
students to learn and start their high 
school education. Thank you 
Keystone, I really appreciate all you do.  

- Sandra, Parent 

I feel Keystone International School 
is a friendly place which brings 
out the best in students; a spring 
board for students to unleash 
full potentials. My children 
love it here, great Management 
Staff & Teachers. 

- Joyce, Parent

Our experience with Keystone 
International School has been 
extremely positive; what we like 
most about this school is that it is a 
family - like environment.

- Wael & Mona, Parents

There are so many 
opportunities for 
us to discover our 
interests and talents. We 
entered the COSTI’s 
Refugees & Human Rights 
Child & Youth Poetry Contest, and I 
placed 1st in all of Canada. I’m happy 
to say with the help of Keystone, I am 
now studying in a program at a 
school that perfectly fits me.  

- Adham, Alumni  

At Keystone, I am not just 
another student. 
Everyone cares about 
everyone here. The 
teachers follow your 
progress closely to make     

 sure you are on the right 
path to meet your goals, and do not 
hesitate to take their own time to 
help you. I can always share my 

concerns, and am treated 
like an adult.   

- Martin, Alumni 

We are learning 
something really 
useful in our daily 
lives here. Teachers 
not only teach us 

something from the 
textbook but 

teach us more 
skills that we can use in our real 
lives. In Keystone International 
Schools, we have lovely teachers 
and interesting classmates. 
Everyone studies here, meets new 
friends here and has a lot of fun 
here. I absolutely fall in love with 
this school.   

-Ruby, Alumni 

A word from...
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Complete the application form

Provide the supporting documents 

Schedule an interview

Receive offer of admission 

Apply for Student Visa
(International students only)

Come explore with us







Come Explore With Us!

We invite you to contact us for a tour of the school or a class visit.

General Inquiries & Information
info@keystoneschools.ca

Admissions
admissions@keystoneschools.ca

23 Toronto Street Toronto, Ontario M5C 2R1
+1 (416) 422-4123

www.keystoneschools.ca

#Keystonetoronto/KeystoneTO /keystone_to
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Keystone International 

Secondary School 

Keystone International Secondary School is a young, dynamic, 
boutique secondary school, in the heart of Toronto. We are 
inspected by the Ontario Ministry of Education, on a regular 
basis. Although all inspected schools teach the same curriculum, 
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We strive to involve students in their own learning 
experience. Teachers are not lecturers but are facilitators in 
the classrooms. Whenever we can get away from the 
classroom, we make sure to do that. Every subject has a 
relation to the real world. It’s far more interesting to go check 
out some super structures and think about the physics behind 
it, to see live art pieces and discuss them at the museum, or 
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time to understand the effects of demand and supply. All these 
experiments keep students interested and makes learning 
easier, fun and most importantly permanent.   

At Keystone, we nurture our students to be well rounded and 
intuitive while challenging them to excel academically. Our 
culturally diverse environment prepares our students for the 
future when they will be collaborating with others at a global 
level.  

Doa Demirsu, B.Sc., MBA   
Director  

After completing her high school 
education in Canada, Doa 
continued her higher education 
at the University of Massachusetts 
and graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science degree. She worked 
in the financial industry for 
several years, before she decided 
to pursue her passion for education.  
 
She completed her MBA at 
Mcgill University with a 
concentration in Global Strategy 
and Leadership. Since graduation, 
she has been working in schools 
in various roles. She is still 
heavily involved with Mcgill 
University, acting as a Director in 
the Toronto Alumni Association.  



What’s inside?

02
04
05
06
08
10
12
14
16
18
19

Why Keystone?

Keystone at a glance

Did you know?

Our values

Individualized

Experiential 

Global

Your next 4 years

Online Program

A word from...

Come explore with us 

1



2

Why Keystone?

Keystone offers Small Class Sizes and Close-knit 
Community to ensure that each student is seen, 
respected, valued and challenged. This results in a 
truly unique education, crafted to the needs and
personality of each student. 

Keystone provides a ‘Project Based Learning’
environment. Students gain knowledge and skills by 
working for an extended period of time to investigate 
and respond to a complex question, problem, or 
challenge.    

The Flexible Schedule at Keystone helps students 
focus on where they need the most help.   

Keystone values a truly International Learning
Environment and respects the values central to each 
individuals beliefs and culture.  

Keystone is dedicated to Equal Opportunities and 
upholds the principles of teaching that allows unique 
learning styles of individuals.   

Keystone helps every student Plan and Support the 
best course of action towards their Higher Education 
Goals. 
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Flexibility & Focus  
Keystone's quadmester format offers a more flexible academic schedule. 
Students take 2 credits in each quad. Quadmesters start in September,
November, February and April. If needed or desired, students can also take up 
to 2 credits during the Summer semester.   

Classes are 75 minute blocks. By studying courses in 75 minute blocks, and 
only having to take a maximum of two subjects per quadmester,  students are 
able to concentrate on fewer courses at a time, resulting in less stress and more 
time to focus each course. Students get individual help and support from 
teachers.  

This type of academic schedule, which is more aligned with college and 
university systems prepares students for higher education.  

Academic Approach  
High school students discover new capacities for critical thinking and forming 
independent judgments. Students become financially literate in the Canadian 
system, use technology to their best advantage, read classics and explore 
scientific concepts.   

Classes debate ethical issues in science, history, economics and literature. 
Students write poetry, engage in a variety of mathematical reasoning, inquire, 
hypothesize and conduct hands-on lab experiments.   

Our teachers present demanding, open-ended topics that encourage students 
to observe, compare, analyze, create, question and imagine alternatives. They 
then help students understand why those concepts are important and how they
can be applied in the real world. 

Experiential Learning
 
The regular classroom offers students a wealth of knowledge in a variety of 
topics, however, experiential learning opportunities provide a setting in which 
students gain critical - thinking skills and advanced knowledge in every subject. 
Students benefit from small-sized classes that accommodate their individual 
strong points. Knowledge can be gained by listening to lectures, reading 
textbooks, and memorization, however, many students struggle to apply what 
they learn to real life experiences. At Keystone, teachers are facilitators in
students learning. 

By combining theory and practice students gain a true understanding of the
world around them. 
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Did you know? 
Toronto consistently ranks as one of the most livable cities on earth and 

40 million people visit Toronto every year!

Toronto is home to 9 million people by 2036 and over 8000 restaurants! The University of 
Toronto is ranked No 1 in Canada and 21st in the world by the Times Higher Education Guide.

Toronto is the second-largest financial centre in North America.
Toronto’s Yonge Street is the longest street in the world, almost 2000 km!

1 out of every 4 Hollywood movies are filmed in 
Toronto and Toronto gets over 300 days of sunshine!

In Lake Ontario, you can find the Toronto Islands: a group of fifteen islands 
connected by bridges. It's the biggest car-free urban community in North America.

The Toronto Zoo is the third largest in the world with over 16.000 animals.

Toronto is a truly international city with 180 languages and dialects 
spoken and 50 % of the population born outside Canada.
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Career & University Counselling  
Upon arrival at Keystone, students are given career assessments and an 
education plan is made and re-visited on an ongoing basis. We provide 
resources and support for students and their parents throughout the
university search process, helping each student find a “best match”
university as well as identifying suitable career goals to assist them towards 
their post graduation journey.  
 
The post-high school planning empowers each student to evaluate their own 
interests and capabilities, and to think independently about the direction of
their life after high school.

Personalized Learning Experience  
At Keystone, we value each student for their differences and enjoy their 
colourful personalities they bring. This means that the pace and approach of 
learning is adjusted to the needs of each individual, through the use of 
adaptive processes where every student  applies different skills to internalize
the knowledge.

After School Study Hall  
The Keystone team collaborates to ensure that students are receiving an 
excellent academic experience. Underperforming students or those that miss 
a class are required to stay after school to complete their homework and 
benefit from 1-on-1 help to ensure their success.   
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Experiential
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Company Visits
As an extension of experiential education, 
Keystone takes advantage of its location by 
organizing visits to local companies,many 
of which have their head office in 
downtown Toronto.

University Tours
There are 22 universities and 24 colleges 
in Ontario. Keystone is within walking 
distance or a few stops on the subway 
away from several of them.

Guest Speakers
Executives, social workers, politicians 
and artists share their expertise and 
experience with students that support 
and expand their learning.

Community Involvement
Opportunities to attend and participate 
in such activities as public debates and 
volunteerism are varied and numerous.

Competitions
Students take part in nationwide 
competitions in various areas from 
technology to poetry.

Bringing the 
real world 

to you
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4 credits in English 

3 credits in Mathematics 

2 credits in Science

1 credit in Canadian History

1 credit in Canadian Geography

1 credit in the Arts

1 credit in Health and Physical Education

1 credit in French as a Second Language

0.5 credit in Career Studies

0.5 credit in Civics

3 credits from the designated groups 

18
Compulsory
Credits

Social Sciences and Humanities

Business Studies

Canadian and World Studies

Health and Physical Education

The Arts

French as a Second Language

Guidance and Career Education

Technological Education

Computer Studies

Cooperative Education

12
Optional Credits
For Complete information please refer to 
our website under Graduation Requirements

40 Hours of Community Service  

Keystone International Schools partner with various local community organization and ensures that every student gets 

a placement that is in line with his/her interests when available.  

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test   

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) measures whether or not students are meeting the minimum standard for 

literacy across all subjects up to the end of Grade 9. Successful completion of the literacy test is one of the requirements to earn an 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma. All students across the province write this test on the same date, usually in late March each year.           



Virtual Campus - Synchronous Learning  
Synchronous learning essentially is the same as on-campus learning. Classes 
are conducted live via video conference. Part of the video conference with 
live teachers consist of live instruction and the rest may be independent or
collaborative working period.

Students can:  
- Attend live classes of maximum 15 students.
- Follow the course schedule completing each course every 2 months.
- Take a maximum of 2 classes per day.
- Be anywhere in the world with a strong wifi, camera and microphone.
- Switch to on-campus classes if they choose to, in the beginning of each 
semester.

Online Program

16
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Self Directed - Asynchronous Learning  
Asynchronous learning is a student-centered teaching method widely used in 
online learning. It's designed for students who are self-disciplined and like
working independently.

Students will have the opportunity to engage in class discussions via the 
discussion boards and interact with one another. Teachers are available to
students on an appointment basis.

Students can:  
-Complete their courses within 4 weeks to 6 months
-Be anywhere in the world with a wifi connection
-Accelerate graduation
-Complete missing credits
-Update grades
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I joined this school with the 
intention of preparing for university. 
Keystone’s teachers are experienced, 
knowledgeable and caring. The 
contents and styles of teaching are 
perfect   
preparation for   
university.  

- Courtney, Alumni  

The school has such a diverse 
environment which makes it's 
so great. The teachers do an 
excellent job with my 

son and the rest of the students at 
school. I am pleased to say that 
during his first year he has made 
great progress in class and still is on 
his improvement path. The staff is 
very pleasant and always stay in 
touch with myself and other 
parents through emails keeping us up 
to date with school/calendar 
changes. I believe that with the 
support of parents together our 
school will be a great place for other 
students to learn and start their high 
school education. Thank you 
Keystone, I really appreciate all you do.  

- Sandra, Parent 

I feel Keystone International School 
is a friendly place which brings 
out the best in students; a spring 
board for students to unleash 
full potentials. My children 
love it here, great Management 
Staff & Teachers. 

- Joyce, Parent

Our experience with Keystone 
International School has been 
extremely positive; what we like 
most about this school is that it is a 
family - like environment.

- Wael & Mona, Parents

There are so many 
opportunities for 
us to discover our 
interests and talents. We 
entered the COSTI’s 
Refugees & Human Rights 
Child & Youth Poetry Contest, and I 
placed 1st in all of Canada. I’m happy 
to say with the help of Keystone, I am 
now studying in a program at a 
school that perfectly fits me.  

- Adham, Alumni  

At Keystone, I am not just 
another student. 
Everyone cares about 
everyone here. The 
teachers follow your 
progress closely to make     

 sure you are on the right 
path to meet your goals, and do not 
hesitate to take their own time to 
help you. I can always share my 

concerns, and am treated 
like an adult.   

- Martin, Alumni 

We are learning 
something really 
useful in our daily 
lives here. Teachers 
not only teach us 

something from the 
textbook but 

teach us more 
skills that we can use in our real 
lives. In Keystone International 
Schools, we have lovely teachers 
and interesting classmates. 
Everyone studies here, meets new 
friends here and has a lot of fun 
here. I absolutely fall in love with 
this school.   

-Ruby, Alumni 

A word from...
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Come Explore With Us!

We invite you to contact us for a tour of the school or a class visit.

General Inquiries & Information
info@keystoneschools.ca

Admissions
admissions@keystoneschools.ca

23 Toronto Street Toronto, Ontario M5C 2R1
+1 (416) 422-4123

www.keystoneschools.ca
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